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K ART IN I
A Film Screening & Lecture by Nan Triveni Achnas

Directed by Hanung Bramantyo, Kartini tells the story of Indonesia’s most famous
heroine Kartini’s fight for change in the rules and traditions considered sacred in
Java, so that women might lead more independent and meaningful lives. Kartini’s
goal was education for Javanese girls, a radical thought at the time and at odds with
her Moslem religion. But as envisioned by Kartini, education was the way to “set
the rice upon the table for every Javanese.” The film portrays both her passionate
hope and powerful aspiration to bring about change – in her own life, to the position
of Javanese women, to colonised Java – as well as the deep disappointment
she experienced and the compromises she had to make. Kartini’s life, retold in
Bramantyo’s film, traces a path from personal aspiration to the liberation of all
women, to a radical assessment of colonial politics. The film was released in
Indonesia on 19 April 2017, two days before Kartini’s day.

Lecture: Mythologising Kartini in “Kartini” by Nan Triveni Achnas
Nan Triveni Achnas is an Indonesian film director. Born in Singapore, she
grew up in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Achnas graduated from the Faculty of
Film and Television at the Jakarta Institute of the Arts. She also completed
a master’s degree in Film Studies at the University of East Anglia in 1996
where she was a Chevening Scholar. While graduating from the University of
East Anglia, she directed a film entitled The Only Day (1988) as her diploma
film. It won the Grand Prix at the Asian Young Cinema Film Festival in Tokyo.
She has made numerous documentaries and feature films such as Kuldesak,
The Flag, Whispering Sands and The Photograph, which won the Grand Prize
at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival in 2008. Achnas is in the final
stages of completing her doctoral degree at the School of Art, Design and
Media in Nanyang Technological University. When she is not directing films,
Achnas’ teaches film at the Jakarta Institute of the Arts which is the main
film school in Indonesia.

DETAILS
Date:
19 March 2019 (Tue)
Programme:
5 pm: Tea reception
6 pm: Lecture
7 pm: Film Screening
Venue:
HSS Auditorium (Basement 1)
School of Humanities
48 Nanyang Avenue
Singapore 639818
Contact:
Yong WernMei
wmyong@ntu.edu.sg
Christopher Suhler
csuhler@ntu.edu.sg
Register:
Scan QR Code
or visit
www.tinyurl.com
/soh-gender2

This event is organised by the Gender and Diversity Research Cluster at the School of Humanities, Nanyang Technological University.
For more information, please email soh_comms@ntu.edu.sg

